AP Human Geography





Name: _______________________
Regions Notes

Region

· Definition: Any area differentiated from surrounding areas by at least one characteristic.  

· A region does not exist until the boundaries are defined.

·  Can be any area larger than a point (location) and smaller than the whole planet.
· Regions are to Geography what the cell is to Biology. It is the basic unit of geographical analysis.

·  Geographers apply it mostly to several countries grouped together (i.e. Latin America, Middle East, Sub-Saharan Africa) OR to localities within a country (The Midwest, Bavaria, Central Coast, Basque Country, The Rust Belt) 
·  A location (point) can be located in more than one region at a time (i.e. Sweden is part of regions of Scandinavia and EU, Australia is part of British Commonwealth and South Pacific) 
· Key question always in identifying and analyzing regions is  "What characteristic defines the borders of this region?" This is the characteristic that does not apply after crossing the border into a neighboring region.
Formal Region (aka Uniform Region or Homogenous Region)

· Definition: An area defined by one predominant or universal characteristic throughout its entire area.

· Formal Regions have well-defined boundaries (beyond which the predominant or universal characteristic does not apply).

· Formal regions help geographers identify global or local patterns (good) but always involve generalizations (not good). (Example: Electoral map will define Texas as a Republican state. This generalization is useful in some ways but obscures the fact that many people in Texas do not vote Republican.)
Functional Region (aka Nodal Region)
· Definition: An area organized around a central focal point or node.
·  The characteristic chosen to define a functional region dominates at the node (aka core) and diminishes as one moves away from the node (aka the periphery).
· Geographers usually use functional regions to display economic areas (i.e. trading area of a shop or service, reception range of a TV station).

· New technologies are rendering functional regions less relevant.
Vernacular Region (aka Perceptual Region or Mental Map)
· Definition: An area that people believe exist as part of their cultural identity.
·  Vernacular Regions emerge from one’s informal sense of place rather than a scientific model.
·  Having a person describe a mental map of a region (i.e. the AGHS campus) will define a Vernacular Region for that person. 
· Because Vernacular Regions are based on an individual's cultural identity, different people will likely define the borders of the same Vernacular Region differently.


Name That Region

A. Task: Working in groups of two or three, designate each region or set of regions depicted in the Name That Region PowerPoint as a Formal (FOR), Functional (FUN), or Vernacular (VEN) Region. There may be more than one correct answer.

	1. __________
	6. __________
	11. __________
	16. __________
	21. __________

	2. __________
	7. __________
	12. __________
	17. __________
	22. __________

	3. __________
	8. __________
	13. __________
	18. __________
	23. __________

	4. __________
	9. __________
	14. __________
	19. __________
	24. __________

	5. __________
	10. __________
	15. __________
	20. __________
	25. __________


B. Debrief: What question did you ask yourself in identifying each of the three types of regions?

Formal:





Functional:





Vernacular:

