Where does Totalitarianism fit on the Political Spectrum?



Name: ____________________________
A political spectrum is a way of modeling different political positions by placing them upon one or more geometric axes symbolizing independent political dimensions. Most long-standing spectra include a right wing and left wing, which originally referred to seating arrangements in the 18th century French parliament.
1. Place the following ideas, groups, and countries along the political spectrum line below.

Ideas: High Taxes, Low Taxes, Government Health Care, High Regulation, Low Regulation, Laissez Faire Economy, Private Charities, Individualism, Social Security.

Groups: Liberals, Conservatives, Socialists, Communists, Fascists, Capitalists, U.S. Republicans, U.S. Democrats, Green Party, Social Democrats, Unions, Monarchists, Nationalists.

Countries: United States, Sweden, Soviet Union, Nazi Germany, Mussolini’s Italy, WWII Japan, Canada, China, Germany.
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2. Which two groups on the political spectrum above became totalitarian governments after WWI? 

3. Where are they on the political spectrum?  

4. Is totalitarianism: a) itself a political ideology or b) a way of enforcing any extreme political ideology?

Political scientists have frequently noted that a single left-right axis is insufficient in describing the existing variation in political beliefs, and often include other axes. Here are some examples:

	


	


	




5. Why might a political spectrum with more than one axis be better in describing a wide variety of political systems and ideas than the usual right/left spectrum most often used in political discourse and in the media today? 
